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This manual is designed to help political committees use FECFile 
software and to assist with the filing of disclosure reports. The format 
for this manual is user-friendly and contains step-by-step instructions, 
along with screen shots, in an effort to help users maneuver through the 
software. Some of the areas found in this manual include: How to enter 
transactions on each line, How to upload a report, How to file a 
miscellaneous electronic submission and How to make sense of some 
common error codes. 
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A. FECFILE INTRODUCTION 

 

 

The Federal Election Commission provides FECFile for political committee 
computer users who intend to file electronically, but do not have other software 
applications that support authorized electronic filing. With several commercial 
electronic filing computer applications available, the outside user community has 
several different options available. However, FECFile is provided, free of charge, 
to the electronic filing community, and is intended as an automated tool for 
reporting FEC financial activity. 

The term ñelectronic filingò as discussed here, is defined as sending information, 
as per FEC guidelines, from the user, to the FEC, via computer. FECFile 
supports a variety of Internet connections including proxy. SLL, or modem 
connection for filing. Once a report and necessary information has been entered 
in, FECFile encrypts the data, based upon a proper password, and transfers the 
report to the FEC. While discouraged, users may also use  FECFile to submit 
filing data on a diskette or compact disk (CD), which shall be discussed later in 
the text. 




